Lehnert Rambler 25 Watt top
Amp test in the Swedish “Fuzz” guitar magazine #10/2005
Unique and price right Swedish amp head
By Ulf Edelönn (translated into some English by Ola Lehnert)

As Matchless and others started the so called boutique era in the beginning of the 90’s, there has been an almost American-only representation on the offerings of hand built amps.

Lately, we are happy to observe rising numbers of Nordic builders. 

Designers as Steen Skrydstrup from Denmark, Björn Juhl and Tommy Cougar from Sweden have shown that you don’t have to go across the Atlantic to find fine amps. To this noble group of gentlemen has another man joined in lately. Ola Lehnert has well proved his membership in this club with his small and lightweight amps. 

 The first that strike you about the new Rambler amp head is its small size. It is just a bit bigger than a sturdy toaster. The cabinet is made in beautiful dark wood while the front and back has metal grilles for good cooling. You can have a peek in and see the tubes and the transformers. On the side is a handle and it can be placed normal or on the short end (for easy carrying). 

Construction & Handling
The Rambler is a one-channel all tube amp. In the power amp reside two 6V6GT tubes giving 25 Watts. The preamp has 3pcs 12ax7 tubes. The front panel has a simple overview: input jack, Drive, Low, High and Volume plus On/Off switch.

The backside has outputs for speaker 4 & 8 Ohms and Send & Return for effects loop.
The amp gives you a robust impression. The cabinet & chassis with the components are hand built & hard wired. Together with its size this makes the Rambler look quite unique.
Sound

A Les Paul with humbuckers and a Telecaster with single coils were used at the test. The layout of the controls makes it easy to dial in the amp. If you give it a little time, you can set a surprising lot of different timbres and sounds.
When you start with a low “Drive” setting, tone controls at noon and “Volume” way up you get a very good clean sound. The power stage in the Rambler does not permit clean extreme sound pressure, but it’s quite alright for jazz players for example. In my own opinion, I think the amp shows its best with “Drive” in settings between 9 & 3 O’clock. The Master (“Volume”) works very well on low levels, but the amp sounds the best with the “Volume” above 10 O’clock.
Although the good clean sound, the amp is a little Rock’n Roll monster. It is no surprise that Nicke 

(Front man) in the Hellacopters used his Rambler on almost all his tracks on their latest album.
With the “Drive” above 9 O’clock it starts to show its real identity. The Telecaster is just so right.

If you would cut the low “E” string and tune down the “A” string to a “G” you’ll get a sound that Mr. Richards could trade one of his ba..s for.

The sound has an attack with a fantastic openness in the treble. The bass is focused and the middle offers a nice string separation. I could swear that the Rambler had a pair of EL84’s in the power stage the first time I played it. It has all the classical signs for a well designed amp with these tubes. After playing some time, I discovered more of the cream and compression typical of the 6V6’s.
 With the Les Paul plugged in and “Drive” setting between 12 & 3 O’clock you get a sound with the gain level comparable with a Marshall JCM 800. The Rambler has though a much thicker midrange and not the same sharp treble you get from a Marshall. The tone controls are very effective without being extreme with a large dimensioned musical span.
 The big secret with the amp is the symbiotic way it operates with the guitar. If you don’t use the volume on the guitar as an external drive control, you miss almost the whole point with the Rambler. 
The amp is better than the most I’ve been playing. You’ll find everything from sparkling clean to fat sustain just turning the guitar volume knob. With the footswitch you can simulate this as one mode has a little lower gain setting than the other. This can be used as backing level.
In my opinion turning the guitar volume offered a more organic result.

The different speaker outputs can be used as a character control instead of impedance selector as the amp withstands desired choice without any harm.

Verdict
Ola Lehnert has created something unique with his series of Rambler amps. They are light and flexible. They have a very good sound and are extremely nice priced. As there are not many hand built amps that can offer all these features, I think it makes it a true winner. 25 Watts could be a little too little in some occasion but if you are not heading for very strong clean sound with a lot of headroom, the Rambler will do the job in most live situations.
